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Parliament Passes Bill Enabling Meter Reading Charge 
 
The Victorian Parliament passed the Energy Legislation Amendment (Customer 
Metering Protections and Other Matters) Bill 2014 on 26th June.  
 
Mr Marc Florio, President of Stop Smart Meters Australia, says:  
"This bill includes provision for setting manual meter reading fees".  
 
"Stop Smart Meters Australia believes this further planned charge on people who 
have refused to have a wireless electricity smart meter installed is unjust and 
represents double dipping. All Victorians, whether or not they have a smart meter 
installed, commenced paying for Victoria's bungled smart meter rollout in January 
2010." 
 
Marc Florio continues: 
"The Government has also failed to provide for the many Victorians who are 
suffering adverse health effects as a result of the microwave transmissions from their 
smart meter, and who want the wireless communications function turned off." 
 
"There are also a large number of Victorians who expressly stated that they did not 
wish to have a smart meter but whose wishes were ignored by smart meter 
installers."  
 
On 25th June the Member for Ballarat East, Mr Geoffrey Howard, stated, during 
parliamentary debate on the new bill, that "some 89 individual case studies" had 
been brought to his attention concerning instances where people had had smart 
meters forcibly connected in their absence, despite saying that they did not want 
them. 
 
Also on the 25th June Ms Liliana D'Ambrosio, Shadow Minister for Energy and 
Resources, stated in parliamentary debate that the Coalition was "finding it extremely 
difficult to get Victorians to take up flexible pricing".  
 
Marc Florio comments "Flexible pricing, previously referred to as Time-of-Use 
pricing, is seen by the government as one of the primary benefits of the smart meter 
rollout for customers. However, it does not work for many customers and can, in fact, 
lead to higher bills." 
 
"It is outrageous that Victorians are being forced to pay the acknowledged 1.5 billion 
dollar blow-out for the Victorian smart meter rollout, in return for questionable 
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benefits. The rollout has not resulted in making life better for the majority of 
consumers. Instead the smart meter rollout has led to an unprecedented number of 
energy complaints, higher bills and increased electro-smog."  
 
Marc Florio continues "At the end of the day, it is the power distributors who stand to 
gain the most from smart meters." 
 
On 25th June Mr Anthony Carbines, Member for Ivanhoe, in parliamentary debate on 
the bill, stated: "I note there has been a significant increase in the number of 
complaints by consumers to the Energy and Water Ombudsman Victoria (EWOV)."   
 
According to Dr William Sykes, Member for Benalla, in parliamentary debate, 25th 
June, the new manual meter reading fee will be set by the Australian Energy 
Regulator in November, and be implemented from March 2015.  
 
Ms D'Ambrosio, in parliamentary debate on 25th June, said "departmental briefing 
that was given to the opposition, indicated that there were still 60 000 households 
that were yet to have advanced metering infrastructure [smart meters] installed". 
 

 
Sources: 
Victorian Parliamentary Debates, Legislative Assembly, 25 June, Available:   
http://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/images/stories/daily-
hansard/Assembly_2014/Assembly_Daily_Extract_Wednesday_25_June_2014_fro
m_Book_9.pdf 
 
Energy Legislation Amendment (Customer Metering Protections and Other Matters) 
Bill 2014, Available: 
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/domino/Web_Notes/LDMS/PubPDocs.nsf/ee665e3
66dcb6cb0ca256da400837f6b/8179e32c8045389fca257cad007d1193!OpenDocume
nt 
 
 

 

 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
 
  
 


