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To: Mr Mark Feather 

       Executive Director 

       Energy Sector Development 

       Department of Primary Industries 

 

C/C: Hon Nicholas Kotsiras MP 

         Minister for Energy and Resources 

 

 

Mr Feather, 

re- your letter to me dated 18/4/2013, Ref.: ………………., in particular paragraph 2, page 2, I 

would like to inform you that I have corresponded with my power distributor several times 

over the last twelve months and they consistently re-iterate that they are instructed to 

install smart-meters by the Victorian Government’s mandate. 

A letter from United Energy’s Stuart Allott further emphasizes the point by stating: ‘Minister 

for Energy Michael O’Brien stated publicly in the Ballarat Courier (20/12/12), “Any customer 

who wishes to remain connected is required to allow electricity companies to install smart 

meters. If people don’t wish to remain connected that is up to them. There is no argument 

about this, it is in black and white. Under Victoria’s Electricity Distribution Code, property 

owners who want to be connected to the grid are legally required to allow their distribution 

business access to the company’s meter to undertake the upgrade.”’ 

Given the words of Mr O’Brien, it is clear, indeed ‘black and white’, that all liability for the 

smart meter installation program lies with the group of entities collectively described as 

‘Minister’ in my letter.  It is correct and also substantiated by Mr O’Brien’s use of the term 

‘legally required’ to ascribe liability and responsibility to the ‘Minister’. Privately owned 

power distributors are not in the business of law-making, so their statements that they 

cannot accommodate my health needs, because of government’s instructions, have to be 

accepted. 

In the last paragraph of page 1, you write that ‘the business is entitled to replace its own 

equipment’. I agree with the replacement of equipment, however the addition of the 

installation of a radio-transmitting antenna in my private property without my informed 

consent is illegal and, in effect, constitutes ‘spying’. As a property owner, I have a right to 

protect myself, my family and my home from such an act, which can be described as 

sequestration of my private property by a private corporation (United Energy) for the 

purposes of setting up their communication system. The Victorian Government, 

represented by Minister O’Brien, has threatened all Victorians with non-provision of a vital 



essential service (electricity), if they exercise their right to stop sequestration of their homes 

and the illegal installation without consent of a radio-transmitting antenna in their property. 

By doing so, the Victorian Government, in particular the Energy Minister, is taking all 

responsibility and liability for the smart-meter roll-out on itself. 

I trust that you can now see and agree that liability does indeed lie with the Energy Minister, 

his office and related government departments. 

With regards to the alleged potential power savings from smart-meters outlined on page 1 

of your letter, they are of no value to me, given that my health and ability to work have 

been taken from me. No amount of energy costs savings could compensate me for such 

loss. 

  

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

…………………………… 

………………………. 

 


