
Hon Dr Denis Napthine                                                                                   
Premier; Leader of the Liberal Party; 
Minister for Regional Cities;
Minister for Racing;
Level 16, 121 Exhibition Street, Melbourne, 
Melbourne, VIC 3000                                                                                       /      / 2014
                                                                                  

Dear Dr Napthine,
                                 'Opt-out’ Alternative to the Smart Meter Rollout

It has recently come to my attention that the Smart Meters being installed throughout Victoria have 
the capability to covertly monitor the property’s power usage patterns and therefore determine 
whether the dwelling’s occupants are at home, on holidays, asleep or watching TV.

I find it abhorrent that foreign owned power companies are installing these meters in people’s homes 
without advising them that surveillance of their home is a feature of these meters. I also find it offensive 
that my power company has failed to inform me of this so that I could make an informed 
decision as to whether I approve or not of this surveillance feature.

This situation makes the Smart Meter an unauthorised wiretapping device that has been installed on my 
property illegally. The power company’s action breaks Australia’s privacy laws, such as:
 
 *  Article 17 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which Australia is a 
    signatory:
    Article 17
    No one shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference with his privacy, family, home or 
    correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks on his honour and reputation.

    Everyone has the right to the protection of the law against such interference or attacks.

 * The Victorian Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 (‘the Charter’), which 
    promotes observance of human rights in Victoria, including the right to privacy.

    13 Privacy and reputation
     A person has the right—

    (a) not to have his or her privacy, family, home or correspondence unlawfully or 
         arbitrarily interfered with; and

    (b) not to have his or her reputation unlawfully attacked.

Therefore, I require that your government IMMEDIATELY arrange for Victorians to have the right to 
‘Opt-out’ of having a Smart Meter installed and for those properties already installed, to have them 
replaced with their former ‘Dumb Meter’. Such action will prevent class action that would aim to 
restore personal privacy back to many Victorians. Electricity consumers in other countries have forced 
power companies to provide an ‘Opt-out’ alternative to Smart Meter installations; therefore, it is 
reasonable that you treat Victorians with the same consideration.

Request
I would appreciate receiving a response from you that acknowledges not only your receipt of this letter, 
but includes information about what the government is doing to resolve this very serious privacy 
problem that all Victorians are suffering from with Smart Meters.

Yours sincerely


