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Dear ABC Senior Management, 


I am writing this open Letter as a Response to the ABC’s Action against the Catalyst Program, 
‘Wi-Fried?’, and its Producer Dr Maryanne Demasi. I don’t believe the balance of Scientific 
evidence supports the case that this program breached either accuracy or impartiality. On the 
contrary, it admirably discharged its obligation to inform the Australian Public of the potential for 
risk in using Microwave-emitting Communications Technology. 


This isn't an open and shut case of a 'majority' and 'minority' position. The Science isn't 
conclusive and can't be so for some years until longterm epidemiological evidence has accrued. 
Until then, prudence suggests a precautionary approach, particularly given the mounting evidence 
from non-Industry funded research, of the potential danger to human health that Microwave 
Radiation poses. To do otherwise is foolhardy.


Those who use this Technology have a basic human-right to be informed of the potential risks of 
that use. This is what the ‘Wi-Fried?’ program did. Its withdrawal and the disciplinary action 
levelled against Dr Demasi, would thus seem to be against the Public Good.


According to the official conservative IARC/WHO survey of ALL the Science, on balance: 
Microwave Radiation is a possible, likely probable, human carcinogen. To deem this balanced, 
conservative International opinion a ‘minority’ view or ‘unorthodox’, is simply false. Yet this is the 
position of the ABC after Industry complaints of bias. 


The Industry likes to use the most plausibly innocuous examples on IARC’s Possibly Carcinogenic 
List—Pickled Vegetables etc.—as an indication of the relative safety of Microwave Radiation. Yet 
it neglects to mention that this is a ‘minority’ view and that the vast bulk of the List is scary stuff 
like Lead and DDT. It’s a clear manipulation of the data to support a biased view. 


The point with any potential carcinogen is exposure. We’re not exposed to Pickled Food 24/7. We 
can choose to eat it, as well as how much: if we know the risks. This isn’t a fair comparison with 
Microwave Radiation. With this potential carcinogen there’s no choice. Not only is information 
about its likely malignant properties actively suppressed and even lampooned by vested interests 
in the Media, but we are unremittingly and without our consent, potentially exposed to Microwave 
Telecommunications Radiation 24/7.


It is against the Mobile Telecommunication Industry’s immense commercial interests for people to 
know that its stock and trade Technology is not yet demonstrated to be safe by longterm human 
studies, and that as with the recent NTP animal study, the balance of evidence points the other 
way. The Industry doesn’t want the Public to be made aware of the serious potential dangers to 
their lives, particularly those of their children from longterm, low-level exposure. The Industry 
consistently presses its case by Science-funding, Political-Lobbying and Media-Pressure, against 
the population being educated to intelligently choose whether to limit their exposure to an 
Internationally-identified possible, likely probable, carcinogen. The Catalyst Program ‘Wi-fried?’ 
was a clear attempt to do this in the Public Interest, and true to form, the Industry opposed it.




The AMTA is the protagonist here. This is the Canberra-based, self-styled, Peak Australian 
Representative/Lobbying body for the Mobile Telecommunications Industry. In the pressure 
applied to the ABC, it is simply doing what it’s paid to do and you can’t blame it for that. The 
problem is that the AMTA’s role is to promote and protect the Mobile Telecommunications 
Industry’s interests, well… profits, against all competing interests—even those of its end-users, 
and hence the Public Good. That’s the bottomline. That’s what it comes down to. Hence its 
pressure on the ABC and unfortunately, the ABC’s capitulation. 


Sadly our Public Broadcaster, charged with informing the populus, has apparently failed to fully 
investigate the Science. In bowing to the not inconsiderable pressure of this extremely powerful 
Industry’s Peak Lobbyist, the ABC has appeared to become complicit in keeping the Public at 
large in ignorance of the WHO noted, possible dangers. Instead the ABC seems to be supporting 
what boils down to be a strategy to protect the vested interests of Transnational Corporate profit.


The WHO is on the side of what the ABC has apparently been informed is the ‘minority’, 
‘unorthodox’ position in its decision re Dr Demasi. This fact alone, has to call into question the 
depth, authenticity and probity of its investigation. Not only so, but this decision strikes at the very 
heart of the ABC's own Editorial Oversight. There’s no way ‘Wi-Fried?’ or any other Catalyst piece 
would have gotten out the door without at least three or four levels of scrutiny. No doubt some 
evidence was also pulled in the process to ensure balance. 


The ABC cites ‘inaccuracies’ in the program as being the cause of the problem, but doesn’t 
elaborate on precisely what they are, so as to allow transparency in its disciplinary process and to 
inform the public debate on the Science in question.


Without this, Dr Demasi appears to simply be a scapegoat to allay Industry-fears. She’s been the 
one personally targeted in the Media, while the evidence she produced hasn’t been addressed. I 
find that both strange and telling, because if the evidence presented in ‘Wi-Fried?’ was actually 
publicly-discussed, the debate would have a different, perhaps even opposite, effect. 


Hopefully the ABC will yet come to a truly balanced position and as a result both reinstate the 
Program for public-viewing, and return Dr Demasi to what she does best.


Yours sincerely,


P. Connolly


This letter has also been sent to the following: 
The Hon. Malcolm Turnbull, Prime Minister

Federal Communications Minister

CEO of Australian Communications and Media Authority.


Newspapers: 
The Sydney Morning Herald

The Age

The Australian

Financial Times

The Advertiser

The Guardian

Huffington Post

Courier Mail


